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INTRODUCTION

Whilst tttis outline of local government reorganisation has been prepared for the information of local authority members,

it is hoped that it can also be used by the local press and radio to draw attention to the new Authorities to be elected in
1973, and to what is being done to assist them to make the many decisions which will be required beforc they take over
their full duties and responsibilities on the I st April, | 974.

GENERAL BACKGROUND

In place of the existing local authorities, the l-ncal Government Act, l972,which received the Royal Assent on the 26th

October, 1972, provides for completely new County Councils and new District Councils to be created throughout England;

there are special arrangements for Wales. and the large conurbations as densely populated areas are now known will be

organised on a pattern comparable to that in London. As these special arrangements are not relevant to the new Oxfordshire

it is not necessary to explain them in this note.

The new County Councils will be responsibte for the provision of certain services in new county areas formed in various

ways by a combination of existing Counties in whole or in part and County Boroughs. New Districts will be formed within the

areasofthenewCountiesbytheamalgamationof theareasofexistingBorough,UrbanandRural DistrictCouncils. Parish

Councils will continue in much the same form with their present functional responsibilities, although it is anticipated that their

present role will be devetoped to enable them to be an even more effective sounding board of local opinion within what will

be much larger local government areas. The 1972 Act provides them with the right to be consulted about planning applications

affecting land in their areas.

Broadly speaking the respective duties of the new County Councils and the new District Councils will be as follows :

New County Council
Education and youth emPloYment

Highways (design and maintenance)

Transportation (Transport planning/Traffic/Road Safety)

Structure Plans

Libraries and archives

Personal social services

Refuse disposal
Police (in new Oxfordshire the Thames Valley Police will continue)

Civil Defence EmergencY Planning

Smallholdings, Diseases of Animals

Fire Service
Consumer Protection

New District Council
Housing
Certain highways maintenance in urban areas

Public and environmental health

Planning - development control and local plans

Local land charges

Transport undertakings
Refuse collection
Licensing (except vehicles)

Cemeteries and crematoria

Markets
Electoral registration
Allotments

t
t
I

t
h

The above division is no more than a brief summary of somewhat complicated arrangements, and it needs to be

explained that some functions not mentioned, such as museums and art galleries, swimming baths, parks and open spaces'

pt-yri"a tr"ining and recreation, will be concurrent responsibilities. with the exception of education and social services, most

of the other services can be carried out by one Council on behalf of another Council by way of agency arrangements' The

exact form of zuch arrangments is a matter which only the new councils can decide' but any new council which is not

satirfied with the proposed agency arrangements will Le able to appeal to the Secretary of state for the Environment before

the lrt APflL1974.

The message, however, is clear that a true partnership must be forged between the new County Councils and the new

DtltictCouncils to provide for the community the most effective and at the same time most economical services. There is

bound to be uncertainty for a time after April, 1974, when all the new arrangements come into effect, as to "which new
-,,|i.f,,riiv 

indoing whai" and it may be of some help to mention at least a few of the more significant changes in the present
'rr^ii"irr. 

reihaps the most obvious of these wiit ue ttre division of planning responsibilities between new counties and

thc newDirtricts, the responribility placed on the new counties for refuse disposal' and the transfer of electoral registration

elnllrcalland cttuger to the new Districts' ;

,{fr,AVJHTEBVICES

Tlpt||atlon lflcalth scrvice ir alro being reorganircd by the Government 8nd most of the presont hedth scrvlcor of local

g*otanunt aa tobe tr^iriorro,ato ncvilrca Hcatth Boardc ln 1974, The gcrvices lo be transferred includo dlstrict nursin3.

bdh vlrltlng 
^u*ttri 

, iiiwody, rchool mcdical and dcntst rorvico. certaln onvironmont hoslth tunctlonr wlll tomrin

ufrhte.l urttoilttcr, rrpre rtil cbury bc s nood for tho clorot llalson botweon tho now county lnd Dt$rlqt counclb rnd

tP wv j{lltl'dn. *wW ru thotitlcl'
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WATER AND DRAINAGE

The Covernment also propose to set up Regional Water Authorities which will take over lrom local authorities the

responsibility lbr water supply, and conservation. Again close links with the new Counties and the new Districts will clearly

hrve to be established.

TIMETABLE

ThenewCounryCouncilswill beelectedonThursday, |2thApril. I973,andthenewDistrictCouncilsonThursday'7th
June. 197-3. They will exist side by side with the present Councils and be concernecl entirely with preparing for the

assumption of their iull powers on the lst April. 1974, when the presenl Councils (other than Parishes) will cease to exist.

THE NEW OXFORDSHIRE

The new County of Oxfordshire will be formecl as tlre map on the cover shows. from a combination of the existing County,

tlre City of Oxford, and a substantial area of thc prcsent Berkshirc which can be loosely described as extending from the

Oxlbrd City boundary to Wantage and Faringdon. Within the new County five new districls, yet to be named officially, are

to be formed :

No. I West Oxfordshire

No. I North-East Oxfbrdshire

No. -l Oxford

No.4 Vale of White Horse

No. 5 South-East Oxfordshire

Some of the vital statistics are :

Oxford County

(conrprising ('hipping Norton Borough, Woodstock Borough, Witney Urban
District. Chipping Norton Rural District. Witney Rural District)

(comprising Banbury tsorough, Iliccster [Jrban District, Ploughley Rural
District, Banbury Rural District)

(present City of Oxford)

(cornprising Abingdon llort;ugh, W'antage Urban District. Abingdon Rural
District, Faringdon Rural District, part of Wantage Rural District)

(conrprising Henley Borough. Wallingford Borough, Thame Urban District,
Bullingdon Rural District. Ilenley Rural Disrrict, wallingford Rural District)

Population ( 197 I Census) )72.785

Area (acres) 470,392

Rateable value ( l97l) tl0.74ft.05l
Estimated product of a penny rate tll0,93l

Oxford City

10i1,805

8.785

L7,337,621

t76.690

North Berks

123.576

166,r06

15,l 23,856

t52, r 68

New Oxfordshire
Total

505, 1 66

645,283

f.23,209,529

f239,791

PLANNING FOR REORGANISATION IN NEW OXFORDSHIRE

A Joint Committee. now known as the oxfbrdshire 1974 Committee was formed in November, 197 l, l'rom the threeconstituent Authorities - oxfordshire county council, oxford county Borough council and Berkshire ciounty council.Thiscommittee'whichisnowastatutorycommitteeunderthe lg12Act,hasthetaskofadvisingthenewcountycouncil
when elected as to how ir might. in the relatively short time available, organise itself and in turn t1e services {br which it willberesponsiblesothatitcanoperateeffectivelyinApril. 1974. Thernembershipof theoxfordshire lgT4committeeisasfollows' (o) meaning a member ol the oxfordshire County council. (B) a mernber of the Berkshire county council, and(C1 a member of the Oxford City Council

Alderman the Viscountess parker Chairman (O)
Alderman J. E. J. Francis Vice{hairman (B)
('ouncillor Mrs. O. F. Cihbs Vice-Chrirnran (C)

Louncillor J. N. S. Brogden
Alderman T. B. (.ooper
(-ouncilf rrr B. I l. Duggan
(.rnncillttr Il. A. I:arranl
Alderman R. l:. (,roves
(tnncilktr J. f{. l|ollis
Aldernan Il. R. Kirto
( runcill,l. ( aptain ('. W. Maync

Nrr. | ( 
' lutrcilfun

N,t,2 ( tnttcilhn
Nrr. J ( truttctlktt

(B)
(o)
(|])
(o)
(o)
(o)
(o)
(B)

ll.ll. l'.dginlon
A.'l . Williarrrs
lhc l(cv. A. W. Willilrrrsorr

No.4 ('orrncilhrr lr. J. S, l)lrrsorrs
No. 5 ('orrrre illor lr. lhrwlrtl

Councillor p. D. Mulley
('ouncillor Cokrnel C.R.W. Nornrarr
Councillor M. A. Oakcshotr
(.orrncillor F.. V. lrickstock
(.ouncillor l{. t_. Satllcr
Aldcrrrran W. li. Sirrrpstrrr
Aldcrrnan Miss A. ll. Snokcs
('ourre illor lt. (,. Wcir

l)istrict Cornnril lce Reprcscnlitlives

(o)
(t])
((')
(()
(())
(( )

((')
(o)

rp;+3
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The main Committee has set up Sub{ommittees and Working Groups to consider in more detail various administrative
aspects:

Management Structure and Policy Sub{ommittee
Staff. Land and Buildings Sub-Committee
Staff Joint Committee
Electoral Arrangements Sub-Committee
Education, Libraries and Museums Working Group
Financial Programmes and Systems Working Group
General Purposes Working Group
Social Services Working Group
Transportation, Planning and Refuse Disposal Working Group

At Chief Officers level, a Working Group has been set up to investigate the many problems of re-organisation including
the integration of services to be transferred to the new County Council, and to advise the Committee and its Sub{ommittees
and Groups generally.

PROGRESS SO FAR

The Oxfordshire 1974 Committee, its Sub-Committees and Working Groups have made good progress in preparing lor the new

County Council a "blue print" which they can study based on the experience gained by present members over the years in

administering the services which they will take over. Much still remains to be done and final conclusions have yet to be reached.

but the following developments, out of many, may be of general interest at this time.

IJOCATION OF COUNTY HALL

It is clear that the initial headquarters of the new County Council must be at County Hall. To this end the present Oxfordshirc

County Council has done its best to accelerate the construction of Phase II of the new County Hall building, and various

premises have been acquired in the centre of Oxford and will be converted into offices for use until either Oxford Prison is

closed and its site made available, or some other decision as to the long term location of its Headquarters is made by the new

Council. At the same time consideration is being given to the provision of area offices associated with the offices of the new

Districts so that the publi$cari obtain answers to their problems without visiting the Headquarters of the new County Council.

Fire Brigade

It will be recommended that the headquarters of the new County Fire Service should be the present Oxfordshire Fire Brigade

Headquarters at Kidlington.

Committee Structure

It has become more and more apparent that local government must secure a co-ordina.ted approach in administering their

services since each one must fit in with an overall plan to, the whole area. To this end the Government commissioned a report,

now known as the Bains Report, giving advice to ill local authorities on management structures' one recommendation of the

1974 committee based on ,'hi, ,.port i, the creation of a central Policy and Resources committee, with three Sub{ommittees

;t*;;#;;;;l;;i"nJuna and Bu'dings'. a iour"l:":-:,:T:'l:'-'"i:::":'.:::'i:f::::iT".:::X
ffi:l?";iHr ur'"rgg.r"a for future consideration. ln turn a fairly traditional pattern of committees will be recommended

r .-^-+-^l ^- -^ri^' i"crroc lr rwill hp nf fhe iltmost imnortance for the ne\r
;;'ffifi[,'# ;i.;;r.rvices, subject to overall control on policy issues. It will be of the utmost importance for the new

cr- ^L^ ^ --:l ^l^^]a^-^ ^^ .L^r :r 'n-., !'-ro

county council to appoint their new chief Executive officer as soon as possible after the April elections so that it may have

thebenefito[hisadviceonall thesematters. Itmustthenappointitschiefofficersforthevariousservices,sothat

departmental establishments can be settled with their advice'

?lanning
|nanticipa|ion<rftheneedformorecomprehensiveplanningprocesses'aJointStructureP|anningTeamhasbeensetup
crmprising members un.r oin.r^ of the present oxfordshire iounty Council. oxford City Council. and Berkshire County

(j'uncil, with the .it ut proJuring a general structule plan for the whole area; the new County Council will become

retponrible for this team.

BvildtngPrcYammer
(learly,nece$bary w(ttectttnlutl n(,t be delayed by re-organisalion and each existingcouncil' in consultation with the

Oxfordthire lt)14 Commiltee , ir going ahcad with itt huilding Programmes'
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Computer
The newCounty Council will need extended computer facilities, ancl a new LC.L. lq02 S Computer is to be hired to cope
with the increased work-load. lt is intended that the new (-ounty's conrpurer will be rnade lvailable by direct link to the new
l)istrict Councils if they so rcquire.

Refuse Disposal
This is a new function for a County Council, and thc Local (lovcrnrncnt Operational Research Unil has been cornmissioned to
study the arca of the new Oxfordshire and make recornrnendations on Iyl)es ol'trcatnient pl:rnts needed and their location.
Dscussions will need to take place lo ensure thrt the cxisting serviccs will be rnlintained lirr an tppropriate periocl al'ter
April. 1974. untilan overall plan can be agreed lnd implernented.

Museum
The possibility of establishing a branclt of thc ('ity rrrd ('ounty Mtrsctrrrr using lhc lcconrrrrodalir)n lt preserrl occupie<i by the
Oxford City Library, which will shortly bc rnoving lo rrew prerniscs irr Ihc Westgalc l)eveloprrrcnt. is heipg discussecl.

Staff and Employees
Obviously reorganisittion ll'fects thc lirttrrc crnpkrylncnt ol'lll local g()vL'nlnlclll stll'l'antl crcijtcs urrxicties firr thcnr. l'he
Oxlilrdshirc lt)lrf Conrrnittce is vcry ulivc to lhc nc'cd t() nraintain stall llonrlc ovcr wltlt rvill bc- e tJi{'licrrlt pcri.<J lirr stafl',
and regular nleelings are held with thc-ir rcprcsenlltives lt> discuss prohlcnrs trl'rrrutual c()nce-rn. []illing exrslrng vacancies
creates problems for cxisting authorilies wlro ntrtsl providt'cl'li'ctivc sc.rviccs rrntil April. l()7"1. but eve ry cf'lirrt is being nrailc
to protect the future intcrests ol prcscnt stull'.

Rates

All that can be said here is that thc Gove'rnntent llls rnnounce'd its intr'ntit)n to rcvisc the l)resent systerl of local governnrent
llnance but whatever may be lbrthconting to spread the burdcn rnore evenly ovcr the conrrrrunity witlin the lrcal government
areas. it ltas to be accepted that a substantial contribution must conre lltlnr Central Governllent.

Public Relations
The oxfordshire 1974 committee isvery concerned that nrembers of the public should be kept u,ell infirrnred about localgovernment activities in the new county. and an experienced public relations officer has been appointed rnci will take up hisduties in March. I 973 ' I t is being prtlposeri to the ox lirrdshire I I7-l Ctrnrnr it tee tha t shor t lv belirre the public announcemen tof thetimetablefbrtheelectionlirrthencwCountyCouncil on llthApril. 197-3.ane.\planalorvleafletshouldbedistributed
to every householder in the area explaining the eflects of reorganisation as concisely es possible.

I
I

I
!
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Finally' the oxfordshire l9l4 conlmittee will have a significant role ro play in organising rhe first nreeting of-the newcounty council after it has been elected. lt is to be proposed that the first nleering of'the new cour,ty (.ouncil should takeplace on Wednesday, l8th April. 1973.

A. T. BROWN )
G' G BtlRKlrr I Joirrt crerks.r'rrrr. oxrirrtrshire r()7-l co.rrrirrct
R. W. C;ASII I

December l()72

l'rilrlr.tl lry, ()rl,rrrlslrtrt, (,Illtl\, (,riln(.tl
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PLANNING IN THE NEW OXFORDSHIRE

INTRODUCTION

This booklet explains the purpose of a Structure Plan that is being prepared for the new

County of Oxfordshire, why and how it is being prepared and the ways in which you or your

organisation can helP'

As part of a new system of planning, the Structure Plan will have a marked inf luence on

the new County's future development. Although unfamiliar now, il wi ll eventually be of

great concern to everyone in the new County and will form the f ramework for the spending

of large sums of public and private money'

But perhaps the most important feature of this new system of planning how the future

County will develop is the degree to which everyone has a part in making the plan. lt is the

main purpose of this booklet to explain how the plan is to be produced so that you wilr

understand better how and when it will be possible for you to play your part.

STRUCTURE PLANS

Like all the other counties in the South-East of England, the new County of Oxfordshire has

a duty to prepare a Structure Plan for the whole of its area. In practice the plan is likely to be

produced in two sections : one plan for the main part of the County, and a somewhat more

detailed "Urban Structure Plan" for the City of Oxford itself. Since the new County includes

not only the old County of Oxfordshire but the City of Oxford and a large part of northern
Berkshire as well, the plans will be dealing with a wide area, Partly for this reason they will
givean overall view, and will be concerned with the broad strategy of change. In fact, one of
the first tasks of these plans must be to draw together the policies and the patterns of develop-
ment that are taking place in these three areas, which for very many years have been
administered by three different authorities.

FORMAT OF THE PLANS

ln several ways the new plans will be different from the Development Plans which have been
used up till now. Firstly, they will have a new format. The old plans were maps, showing, as
far as was known, how each piece of land was to be used. These maps were accompanied by
a written statement of the policies that lay behind the ways in which the land had been
allocated for different uses.

The Structure Plan, on the other hand, is first and foremost a written document setting
out the aims of the plan and the authority's policies and proposals for achieving these aims.
There are no maps: the document is illustrated by diagrams. The hope is that this will be a
more flexible kind of plan. Particular decisions about how each piece of land is to be used
c:n be based on the intention of the plan rather than on its details, since although the plan
will be perfectly precise in what it proposes, the 'fine-print'describing how this is to affect
any particular plot of land will not be included. The plan will not tie itself down beforehand
on details.



THE STRUCTURE PLAN AND THE PLANNING SYSTEM

The Structure Plan has a special role within the new psttorn of planr. As a plan at Crunty of
City level it has to bridge the gap between local and regionol planr. The regional plan wtrich
covers the new Oxfordshire is "The Strategic Plan for the South-Eart" and dre Structurc p[n
has to show how the County's future development will f it in with the region's overall psttorn
of change and how regional policies will af fect the county.

The strategic policy described in the Structure Plan will become effectirrc through wtrat
are called Local Plans which will be mainly the responsibility of the nsw County Dirtric$.
The actual working arrangements on how and by whom these Local Plans are to be prepared
will be set out in what is known as a Development Plan Scheme to be drawn up by the nsw
County and District Councils. There are various types of Local Plan : lor example, th€re Ere
Action Area Plans for small areas where comprehensive redevelopment or renewal are to
take place; District Plans covering larger areas such as small towns or groupr of vitlaga; end
Subject Plans covering particular activities such as recreation and gravel working. These plan:
show what policies will be followed and what changes will take place in particular areas, and
how these will fit into the framework provided by the Structure Plan. Local Plans will be
based on maps and will deal in detail with how each piece of land is to be ured.

No area of the county is self-contained; its future inevitably will be affected by surrornding
areas. This means that no plan can be prepared in isolation. Each local plan must explore the

needs, the potential and the capacity of its own area then feed back this specialist knowledge

to those responsible for the overall strategy who can, as a result of local factors, make

adjustments or amendments. Thus Local Plans will inf luence the Structure Plan, 6ren though

the Structure Plan provides the framework for the Local Plan; it will be a nro-way procets in

which each is dependent on the other, so there will clearly have to be the greatett possible

understanding between those responsible for each.

The work on the Structure Plan will therefore provide a forum for discussion betrveen dte

new County Council and the new District Councils, who will deal with, for example, housing

and will share responsibility with the County for planning applications, as well as for rcreation

and leisure facilities. lt will also offer an opportunity to bring together, through consultations

and negotiation, other public bodies such as statutory undertakers, the new regional water

authorities and area health duthorities, who are likely to be concerned with imporUnt aspects

of the plan. Later, the Structure Plan itself will provide a co-ordinated basis upon which these

various interests can develop their individual programmes of work.

Inflexible plans have a habit of being overtaken by wents and finding themselves on the *relf'

Structure Planning will be an open-ended process, continuously aware of new concep6 ard

new ways of solving society's problems and opening out fresh pcibilities for the future'
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THE ISSUES FACING THE STRUCTURE PLAN

The Structure Plan process will not approach rts task as if wrtfr a clean sheet of paper, it

starts with a consideration of the problems of the reqion as a whole, anrj the plans f or its

future outliner1 in the "stralegic Plan for the Soulh E;rst" pul;lisherJ in |970, and it will

clearly have to take into account the policies of the previrlus Plirnnrnc; Authorities for the area.

What are these problems atrrJ policir-ls?

The major problem of the south-east is the contirtuinr; pr-rpullrtton r;ror,vlh. More antl rnore

people wish to live in the, region anrl this lact, torlelhr-'r wilh tllt: (ye;t|e( llrosllt:rity artrl

increasecl leisure forecast for futurr-, years, wrll creal{r lr{rrI}{irr(l()tts tlttrttitrt<ls ftlr lanrl, housrnq

and all other kinrls of developrnenl throutlh<lul the itrr-';t.

The regional plan proposes that major exlransron of popul.-rttort sltoulrl llc lirrrrlr.:rl to ir

numtrer of clearly rlef inecl areas inclurling S<-ruth Essex, South Harrtllsltirc, Cr.rwley, the

Reading Aldershot-Basingstoke triangle an<l Mrlton Kr-,ynes. Beyonrl lht: reqir-rn other major
expansion areas are proposetl at Northamplon, Swinrlon artrl Sevcrnsrrle.

Oxforclshire in contrast rs not seen rs an area of sul-rstantial lrlarrnerl qrowth. The Strateqic
Plan places emphasis on conserving the character of Oxforrl anrl other historic towns in tne
new County and looks on the Structure Plan to see how far the potenlial for employment rn

the area carr be realised without harming the character of these towns ancJ f ine areas o{ open
country. such as the Cotswolds, Chilterns and Berkshire Downs. With these objectives in
mind, the Strategic Plan expected Oxfordshire's population to continue to increase at about
the present rate of just over 8.000 people a year until 198'l and from then by about 5,000
people a year rising again towards the end of the century. But even with this lower rate of
growth in the 1980s lromes would have to be found for a population equivalent to that of
two new Oxfords. One of the main questions the Structure Plan will have to answer is whether
in thesedaysof increased mobility and improved communications it is realistic and feasible
to contain the rate of growth of an area virtually on the threshold of London and surrounded
by rapidly growing neighbours particularly if it stands as does Oxford at the crossroads of the
communicationnetwork between the South-East and the Midlands. And it will have to asK
whether it can meet these pressures and still provide for the growing needs of people who
already live and work here.

Having made the best possible assessment of the future growth of the population in the
area for which provision should be made, the Plan will have to determine where are the besr
places for people to live, bearing in mind where they are likely to be working, and the effect
the extra numbers are likely to have on all the facilities the county has to offer, whether
theatres, trains, schools, roads, shops, or the countryside: in short it will have to determinewhat sort of place it will be for people to live in whether their actual home is in the city, rn
one of the county towns or in a village. This may mean deciding, for example, whether anoby how much any place in the county should grow. or ryhether there should perhaps be somecompletely new town or a number of communities to accommodate some of the extrapopulation.

I
,|

I

I



Because movement plays such a big part in people's lives nowadays, the Structure plan
will also have to deal with the very difficult issue of the degree to which people can continue
to use thear motor cars as a means of getting to or very near to their destination; on the other
side of this coin, it will have to think about ways in which it can contribute to the provision
of good public transport systems by ensuring that the pattern of development makes this less
rather than more difficult.

Of course, none of these problems are entirely new, and the former planning authoritie6
have all had well defined policies : for example, a common agreed policy has been that the
population for which Oxford is the natural centre should not grow, that development in the
old County of Oxfordshire should take place predominantly in the major urban settlements,
and that in North Berkshire growth should take place primarily in Didcot, Abingdon and
Wantage. Other factors such as the designated Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty will
clearly continue to have their influence in determining policy. Nevertheless the Structure
Plan will be free to re-examine the ideas that lie behind these policies, and to test its own
thinking in the decisions that will have to be taken before a strategy emerges which by
common consent seems most attuned to peoples aspirations for the future.

HOW THE PLAN IS TO BE MADE AND HOW YOU CAN HELP

Anyone who has ever tried to plan anything in advance for themselves will know how
difficult it is to forecast exactly how long it will be before a satisfactory solution emerges,
and a Structure Plan is no exception. One of the main difficulties in timetabling is that it is

virtually impossible to forecast public response in advance, and it often happens that plans

which appear to be soundly based have to go back into the melting pot because they prove

unacceptable to public opinion when they are unveiled. lt is partly for this reason that
everyone will be kept in the picture as the plan advances, so that any rethinking can be

done as it goes along.

The first events in the programme are studies of the existing situation. These studies, for
which information is already being collected, will be made over the next year or so and will
include :

i) an analysis of the employment situation and industries and services in the county;

ii) a population study which will look at the social and family structure of the population

as well as at changes in number;

iii) a housing study which will examine housing needs and provision;

iv) a study of trallic and transport

Studies will also be made of shopping, education, welfare and recreation facilities and needs.

For any of these studies you or your organisation may be invited to help in the preparation

and acsembly ol information. When each study has been completed a document will be

publiehed for comment before use is made of the material in the formllation of any plan.

Needfes to 8v local authoriti$ and other official bodies will be automatically consulted

wlprethey have a epecial contribution to make either of information or oxpertiss in s

Wrtiw|,ar rubject.
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A major field of study will be the transport needs of the County. As you will no doubt

have read in the local newspapers, the Department of the Environment are already at work on

the preliminary studies required for a number of potential new national strategy roads in the

County and you may already have been approached for information about your own

transport needs in connection with these studies. The information being obtained from these

studies will be used and supplemented for the Structure Plan, and clearly the co-ordination

of the work of these two agencies will be a malor preoccupation.

As the jigsaw revealed by these studies is fitted together the issues with which the

Structure Plan will have to deal with become clearer and it should be possible to recognise

the alternative strategies and policies best able to meet the needs of the area. At this stage

the opportunity will be yours - either personally or through an organisation - to make

known your views on the alternatives that have been announced or to put forward ideas of
your own which you think are better. Public comment at this stage will be of great

importance and will enable the new County Council to consider the various alternatives and

develop the most promising of them for formal investigation at a Public Inquiry.

lf you or your organisation are actively interested in the work on the plan please do not
wait to be asked to contribute. The Structure Plan Team whose address is given below
would like to hear from you with any ideas or suggestions you may have now or at any time
in the future. In particular, if you would like to receive copies of any material published in
connaction with the plan please complete the application form and return it to the address
given.

NEW OXFORDSHIRE JOINT STRUCTURE PLAN TEAM
8. 10 CAMBRIDGE TERRACE

ST. EBBE'S

OXFORD OXl lRG



Please complete as appropriate and return to dre strusture pran Team,

8/10 Cambridge Terrace, St. Ebbe,s, Oxford OXI l RG

I am interested in receiving any material to be published in connection with the Structure
Plan on the following topics :

Economic activities, population and Housing

Shopping

Education

Social Services

Recreation

Transportation

The Physical Environment

Minerals

Signed

Name.........

Address

Telephone
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