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MAGINE a quiet Oxford-

shire village with an
ancient priory set in-beauti-
ful ground alongside a mean-
dering brook.

Then slice the village in
two with a fast dual carriage-
way trunk road which
passes within a stone’s throw
of the village hall and pleas-
ant bowling greens.

This is just ‘the position at
Begbroke, which straddles
the A34 between Oxford and
Woodstock.

Most of the 400 people
who live there ldok upon
the'road as a curse.” In the
past five years it has claimed
the lives of seven people.

Of these, one was a three-
year-old Begbroke child, an-
other a 19-year-old youth
bornh and raised in the vil-
lage, and another a popular
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and respected ' Begbroke
woman,
Mrs. Kittie Cope, killed

crossing the road at night,
was captain of the Begbroke
women’s bowls team, a mem-
ber of the W.., a Sports
Club committee member and
helped many charities, in-

cluding  collections for
spastic children.
Other Begbroke people

have been seriously injured
in accidents on the A34 and
are lucky to be alive today.
Mr. Tom Hastings, of Hall
Farm, and 14-year-old Mar-
tin Ownsworth are among
them.

But Begbroke has to live
with the road and daily face
its problems and dangers.
You just can't move a vil-
lage oyer half a mile or by-
pass. what is one of the

straightest stretches of dual
carriageway in the district.

Mr. Ron Perry, chairman
of Begbroke Parish Council,
has been campaigning for
more safety precautions on
the road and against any
future large scale develop-
ment in the village.

He and his council have
succeeded in having slowing-
down lanes cut out near the
village crossroads and in
having some of the shrubs in
the centre islands either
pruned or moved,

He says: “This has eased
the situation a little, but a
speed limit would help as
well. Unfortunately, we
have been told that it is
against Ministry policy to in-
troduce speed limits on
trunk roads, especially on
dual carriageways.”

Village curses
speed-trap

By ROBIN THOMPSON

The speed of traffic along
the A34 is often well in the
sixties.

Mr. Perry says that they
tend to “let off steam” once
they reach the dual carriage-
way, after travelling through
miles of traffic restrictions
and speed limits.

Every morning many
children cross the road on
foot to the St. Juliana’s Con-
vent School and others are
taken there by car.

Mr. Perry says that this is
particularly worrying, but
adds: “Who would want a
job as a lollipop man under
those road conditions?”

The Ministry of Housing
and Local Government has
recently approved a planning
application for permission to

.build up to 40 new houses

/ The

in the village.

village'’s population

will probably increase by
about a quarter and so there
will be another 120 people
to face the dangers of the

road.
Sister Mechtilde, of St.
Juliana’s Convent School.

says that a “large number”
of children have to cross the
road on foot every day.

There are about 300 girls
at the school, of which 70
are boarders. The rest
travel in every day and
school buses from Kidling-
ton and Woodstock drop
them on the far side of the
main road.

On the homeward journey
children from the Oxford
area have to cross the road
to board their bus. “It is
very worrying. - We have no
lollipop man, but the Sisters
go down to the road with'
the children,” she said,
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