OCC and CDC report for Jan - Feb 2025
Cllr Ian Middleton – OCC and CDC
Cllr Fiona Mawson – CDC
Cllr Linda Ward - CDC
OCC budget

This was passed at the February full council meeting.  Highlights are :
· £1m of funding for the expansion of early years support (under 5s) so that all children can get the best possible start in life.
· The council proposes has allocated £1.141m of extra funding in 2025/26 relating to special educational needs (SEND) and education, health and care plans (EHCP). A total of £641,000 of this would be additional money to complete EHCPs more quickly and £500,000 to facilitate the provision of expertise from special schools focused on children with EHCPs who are in mainstream schools. 
· £2m of new money partly funded by new government grant funding to support families to overcome challenges at the earliest opportunity, prevent escalation and effectively intervene with problems.
· £400,000 additional funding to cover the costs of the increase in number of children with SEND requiring home to school transport.
· £3.6m for flooding measures including £2.1m for proactive work with communities who have suffered flooding and £1.5m additional funding for highway drainage in 2025/26, with the council moving to an annual highway drainage gully emptying and jetting cycle.
· £1m funding for revenue or capital spend to leverage investment in rail, including supporting active travel access, improvement programmes and the development of strategic cases and masterplans to prove the environmental, economic and community case for rail.
· £400,000 to support holding the price of a joint ticket (parking and bus fare) at Park & Ride car parks unchanged from 2024/25.
· £38.6m for a two-year highways maintenance programme, which will extend surface dressing, prevent potholes from occurring and improve drainage across the highways network in Oxfordshire. A further £16.2m will be used to repair and maintain bridges and £4m for improvements in road safety.
· £1.8m for active travel measures to encourage walking and cycling including £500,000 for active travel in rural areas.
More information is available on the OCC website
CDC budget

This was passed with a few amendments from Conservatives supported by Labour.  

Highlights are :

· Brown bin fee to remain unchanged although kerbside glass collection could now be delayed due to Conservative amendments, but Ian will be pushing to bring this forward as soon as possible as the executive portfolio holder for waste and recycling. 
· The capital programme agreed by council includes funding for a series of improvements to sports and community facilities across the district. This makes use of monies secured through Section 106 legal agreements with housing developers.
· The budget also earmarks continued funding for grants to support the ongoing improvement of housing in the district, including to help people with disabilities live independently. Additional funding to tackle homelessness and support vulnerable members of the community was also agreed.
OUFC stadium 

Consideration of the planning application has now been delayed until June 2025 due to waiting on information such as Very Special Circumstances for building on the green belt.  There are also concerns about lack of water and sewage capacity from Thames Water.  TVERC are also still doing surveys on the land as some are incomplete

Yarnton Nurseries planning application 

Thames Water can’t fulfil requirements and issues with flooding in the area.  There is also an objection from CDC due to the lack of any affordable units within the site.  Ian has also raised an issue concerning accessing the Yarnton Nurseries site from the Begbroke Science Park Access road to reduce congestion and the problem with lorries accessing it from Sanday Lane.

Battery storage planning application near the Cassington Roundabout

An objection has been put in from OCC about flooding in field which could affect the highway and also Green Lane, the Turnpike.  Ian has also raised concerns about flooding and potential fire risks.

Bicester Road potholes

Ian has been chasing for a proper repair of a major pothole which has had 5 failed repairs. It’s likely that the road will need to be closed to get the job done properly. Ian is also still trying to get Heidelberg to re-route their HGVs away from the road and down Freize Way instead.

Begbroke crossing

This is now almost completed and the lights are due to be switched on soon.

Poplar Trees on the Gosford section of the Bicester Road (link Road)

Ian arranged a meeting with the OCC tree officer to discuss why 2 of the poplars will have to be removed.  These have been tested and have been found to be degrading internally.  They will need to be removed for safety reasons, but will be replaced by trees with a similar growing profile.  All the trees along that stretch are coming to end of their lives and will need to be monitored again in 4 years. OCC will plant 2 more trees for every 1 removed as per their tree policy.

Local Government Reorganisation and Devolution 

Discussions still continue at all levels.  The current preference from CDC is for a unitary authority with West Oxfordshire, possibly including the City. The other options would be for a full Oxfordshire unitary or an expanded City boundary authority although no on really knows what that means.  There is still a degree of confusion about what can and can’t happen in general.




Realignment of the Alliance Administration at OCC

The Greens have decided to separate from the joint group with Liberal Democrats but will still remain in an alliance with them. This essentially means no change in the way the council is administered but has happened as the Greens feel they need to be in their own group now in order to play a more active role in the local government reorganisation process. 

Local elections

The County Council elections are going ahead on the 1st May. The Kidlington South Division that Ian currently represents has been divided into Kidlington West (which includes Yarnton and Begbroke) and Kidlington East (which includes most of the rest of Kidlington and Gosford).
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