Councillors:	Dorothy Walker and Lesley McLean.

Parish Councils:	Kidlington, Yarnton and Begbroke

Period:	January / February 2025

Enforcement Updates.
There are enforcement queries on the following developments.

6 The Closes – The requested retrospective planning application for the informal access installed was refused by CDC. Following this, a pre-application was invited from the developer and sits with OCC as this is a matter of highway safety. (Permission was refused by CDC for the installed astroturf and driveway. Formal action on this will be the subject of an ‘expediency’ investigation and a report is due in December).
Pre-app received, planning to provide advice. 

Kebab Kid non permitted signage – Expediency assessment has been completed, also legal papers and witness statement. The papers will go to court mid-November. Still waiting on legal comments to witness statements.

Oxford Technology Park – The cycle path from OTP to the canal side has not yet been started. Enforcement will review. Path should be in place when the last two units are above slab.

3 Paternoster Court, Yarnton – A roadside gulley on Cassington Rd was in-filled by the developer to create a works entry. The works are now complete, but the gulley remains filled. Enforcement will follow this up formally with the applicant. Inspection carried out by Tony Brummell.

45 Merton Way, Yarnton – Complaints that the property is being used as workshop for business use. Photography appears to support this claim but a visit by enforcement did not deliver evidence of this. Enforcement have now re-opened investigation and are looking for additional information from local residents.

73 High Street, Kidlington – The applicant had three months to complete works to return the building to the originally agreed planning permission. Implementation period ended 1st December. If the remediation works are not complete, the applicant will be invited to interview under caution. Evidence is being collated in preparation for public interest test - the legal department is now involved, prior to eventual legal action. Applicant interview in December, review in January 2026.  An additional line of enquiry regards the legality of the original consent which may have been granted on the basis of inaccurate building height measurements. 

49 the Garth. A neighbour has raised a question with Planning asking whether planning permission is being adhered to. We will request that this is looked at by Planning Enforcement.

Given the steady flow of enforcement cases, Kidlington Councillors will have regular update meetings with Planning Enforcement.  This initiative may also result from recommendations made in the Planning Advisory Service’s recent assessment report on CDC Planning, which can be found on the CDC website.

Waste Site
The site is now under the full control of the Environment Agency who have confirmed that 24hour security is in place.  The waste is being contained through sandbags, and on-site monitoring is in place to identify and understand any environmental effects and also heat generated.  A removal plan is being developed across the multiple agencies involved.  Link to CDC press release.

Kerbside Glass Recycling.
From 1st January CDC will be collecting glass at the kerbside for the first time.  Glass can now be placed in the blue bin for recycling.

HMOs.
We have requested an HMO briefing for Parishes Councils and Councillors to ensure an understanding of the current regulations and permissions required by developers and hope to have an update on this shortly.

Area Oversight Group.
CDC and partners continue master-planning to coordinate new communities and existing settlements. For the Kidlington, Yarnton, Begbroke and surrounding parishes, this work focuses on aligning infrastructure delivery, transport connectivity, green space access and services with growth and is supported by area-based oversight groups where parish and district representatives collaborate and agree area priorities.

The next meeting will be held on January 28th.  An update on the green spaces review is expected, along with a review of the Area Priority Plan.  

A developers’ forum has been held and further updates will be provided at the meeting.

Abandoned cars.
The car sitting in the Begbroke layby has been successfully removed by CDC, and another vehicle has been removed voluntarily.  Any vehicle believed to be abandoned can be registered at Cherwell District Council here:   https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/info/7/environment/415/abandoned-vehicle

Flooding.
A flooding meeting was hosted by the planning team at CDC recently.  Information on good practice was shared, along with contacts for emergency plans, and flood prevention provisions.  An additional flood officer will be in place shortly.

The Section 19 reports for Garden City and Yarnton have been released, and we are awaiting a further report for Mill End/Oxford Road and Begbroke/A44.

While specific detailed CDC funding announcements on flood equipment have not yet been published, Cllr Lesley McLean is continuing to press for equipment that can be utilized to enhance locally based action in the event of a flood incident.  Further information will be forthcoming in early 2026.

Campsfield House Immigration Detention Centre
Occupation by 160 detainees of the Phase 1 refurbed building has taken place, while an application for the Phase 2 new build section will be submitted to central government for determination under Crown Development Order early next year. A CDO means that the application will not be determined locally, although the District Council and other bodies are consultees.  Phase 2, which will house 240 detainees will not be completed until 2030.  At the December Full Council a verbal question was put to the Leader of CDC asking for confirmation that the Council’s response to the CDO application will reiterate the condemnation of this project at all levels of local government via motions at Oxfordshire County Council, Cherwell District Council and Kidlington Parish Council (in 2015).  Cllr Dorothy Walker will be visiting the site on 4th February.

Cost of Living Support - Cherwell residents access extra support
Cherwell’s revenues and benefits teams continue to identify residents and local families that could be eligible to claim pension credits and other benefits.  An additional £220k of additional DWP funding has already been claimed by residents due to this initiative.

YouMove – free spaces.
Families that qualify for free school meals can also register for YouMove, a council supported healthy lifestyle initiative that provides low-cost and free activities across Cherwell.

Chair of CDC Charity Lunch
This has been deferred to 7 March – details to follow.

OUFC Stadium
Councillors have continued to make representations to CDC Planning asking for information about the Planning Conditions and Community Benefits negotiations with the club.

Roundham Crossing.
Meetings have been held with CDC Planning, and OUD.  A petition has been raised at:  www.oxonld.uk/roundham-crossing and leafleting has been completed locally. 

A Community Meeting is being held at Begbroke Village Hall on 26th January at 7pm

CDC Budget Consultation
Cherwell District Council is preparing its 2026-27 budget amid ongoing financial pressures from reduced central government funding. CDC has openly acknowledged this significant challenge. The consultation proposed efficiency savings of approximately £1.785m to help balance the forthcoming year’s budget and protect frontline services. The final budget decision is expected at the full council meeting on 23 February 2026. 

REPF/Green Space & Community Grants
Cherwell through the Rural England Prosperity Fund (REPF) will be supporting various local projects this year including contributions to improvements for local green spaces and a new heritage route.



Household Support Fund.
In December 2025, CDC reopened the Household Support Fund for local groups, offering grants up to £2,000 to community organisations and schools to deliver cost-of-living support activities such as food programmes, energy-saving equipment, and more. Applications are open until 18 January 2026. cherwell.gov.uk

Local Nature Recovery & Biodiversity
CDC endorsed the Oxfordshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS), a countywide framework mapping priority areas for biodiversity enhancement and ecological recovery, informing planning and habitat delivery. Cherwell continues to support nature recovery, including habitat banks and green infrastructure partnerships. CDC has also partnered with the RSPB on a new 21-hectare habitat bank at Otmoor, benefiting nature and helping developers meet Biodiversity Net Gain requirements while supporting local biodiversity and natural resilience. 

Cherwell Local Plan Review 2042
The Cherwell Local Plan Review 2042 the district’s long-term planning framework has been prepared and submitted for examination. The plan’s representations have been forwarded to the Planning Inspectorate and inspections are expected in February 2026. 

Fortescue
Fortescue have recently announced significant changes to production which could have important local employment implications.  The Regeneration & Growth team at CDC have reached out to Fortescue to understand the likely impact and are awaiting further information from the company.

High Street and Parade Traders.
Local businesses have been invited to a meeting to discuss the requirements of the wider Kidlington area, this will be taking place on 21st January, 2026.

The CDC Regeneration and Growth team are also providing additional support for our High Streets  through Enterprise Oxfordshire, and businesses can access further information here:  https://enterpriseoxfordshirebusiness.com/helping-high-streets/ 

Decarbonisation of Council Buildings.
CDC has sourced £1.1m to support decarbonisation of council-owned buildings, focusing on replacing fossil fuel heating systems with low-carbon alternatives particularly at leisure centres, helping reduce carbon emissions and operational costs.  Stratfield Brake is expected to benefit from this initiative.

